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South African War in revictualling the transports which called
here. Mention should not be omitted of the delightful new
institute of the British and Foreign Sailors1 Society, with
billiard-room, reading-room, and arranged concerts, to which
our men were very glad to resort; but indeed we met similar
kind provision in so many ports that it seems invidious to
particularise.
This was my first experience of life in a foreign port as
" stewardess," for our stay at Madeira was only an interlude.
To passengers on a mail steamer the time so spent is generally
concerned with changing into shore clothes, and making up
parties for dinner on land to avoid the exigencies of coaling.
To those in charge of a small boat its aspect is very different.
Much of it is not a time of leisure, but to be an acting member
of a British ship in a foreign port is distinctly exhilarating.
It brings with it a sense both of being a humble represen-
tative of one's own nationality, and also of belonging to the
great busy fraternity of the sea.   First, as land is approached,
comes the running up of the ensign and burgee; then the making
of the ship's number, as the signal station is passed, which will
in due course be reported to Lloyds; next follows the entry
into port, and the awaiting of the harbour-master, on whose ,
fiat it hangs where the vessel shall take up her berth.    He is
succeeded  by doctor and customs   officer to  examine   the
ship's papers; and all these are matters not for some mysterious
personages with gold braid, but of personal interest.
As soon as the yacht is safely berthed the Master goes on
shore to visit the consul, and obtain the longed-for letters and
newspapers.   In the food department the important question
of food at once arises.    My hope had always been that we
should have found a steward capable of taking over this re-
sponsibility, but though we had various changes, and paid the
highest wages, we were never able to get one sufficiently reliable,
and the work therefore fell on the Stewardess.   We at fiist used
to go on shore and cater personally, which is no doubt the most
satisfactory method, but in view of the time involved we sub-
sequently relied on the " ships* chandlers/' who are universal
providers, to be found in all ports of any size, and who will bring
fresh stores to the ship daily.   A very careful examination and
., comparison of prices is necessary, for one of the annoying parts

